[Use of the CO2 laser in the treatment of cutaneous malignant melanoma: lymphoadenectomy].
The Authors, after pointing out the incidence of complications subsequent to lymphoadenectomy performed with the traditional means (lymphorrhea, dehiscence of the pound, etc.), report their experience concerning the removal of inguinal or aqillary lymphnodes of patients suffering from cutaneous malignant melanoma (N+), performed pith laser lancet. After a short description of the peculiar features of the Laser Surgical Unit they used, the Authors emphasize that, thanks to the peculiar power for the laser lancet to close the lymphatic vessels during the lancing itself, surgeons can prevent the postoperative lymphorrhea, which is the main cause of dehiscence of such surgical wounds.